
“Praise the LORD!    Praise him, sun and moon; 

 Praise the LORD from the heavens;     praise him, all you shining stars! 

   Praise him in the heights!   Praise him, you highest heavens, 

Praise him, all his angels;      and you waters above the heavens! 

   Praise him, all his host!      Psalm 148:1-4. 

 

Dear friends in Christ: 

 

Alleluia! This season of Easter is a time for Christians to give praise to God. I delight on 

Easter morning to change the outdoor sign. It is the moment when the silence of Lent can 

be broken again. The wonder of God’s work among us can be proclaimed. As I place 

each letter in the sign I am singing the word in my soul. The greeting is “Christ is risen. 

Alleluia! (Praise the LORD.) Alleluia can and should be sung repeatedly throughout this 

season.  

 

Alleluia is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word Hallelujah. Alleluia translates to 

“Praise the Lord…”  Note how often the word appears in the liturgy (the order of 

Worship service.) Frequently the English translation “Praise the Lord” can be heard in 

worship services in other denominations. Anyone who has attended a Pentecostal service 

has heard this. We, Lutherans, normally feel uncomfortable when such utterance is made 

publicly. We are too reserved to express so audaciously our joy at God’s work and good 

news. 

 

We do have our word though. Alleluia is sung in our worship services. In fact, alleluia is 

sung numerous times in a worship service and so we are joyous people. We affirm the 

goodness of God in our lives and in our midst. The Psalms often are songs giving praise 

to God. Psalm 148 calls every part of creation to give praise to God. What an awesome 

witness we make in the world to our formation of communion and community when we 

daily affirm God’s loving and merciful presence for us. We live under and by God’s 

grace. We have been forgiven the eternal judgment of sin by God’s redeeming work. We 

celebrate Easter (not one day) but for fifty days! How different from the commercial, 

cultural side of Easter. That Easter is one day. The chocolate is eaten. We get a sugar 

rush. Then the consumer is left feeling starved. Christians feast for days, eating a 

wholesome diet that constantly nourishes and sustains us. Alleluia! 

 

This month we will celebrate Mother’s Day. It is again a time to ascribe to God thanks, 

honor and praise for his intimate involvement and care for creation. Everyone can sing 

Alleluia for the gift of a mother. Women can receive the adulation and well-wishes that 

their progeny and children will shower upon them, for the gifts of life they share 

throughout the year.  

 

Lutherans may be reserved people, but we are not joyless. We will sing zestfully our 

praise to our Lord and Savior throughout this Easter season.  

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin.  


